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Emily McCoy, is an Associate Professor of Practice at NC State University and 
Principal at Design Workshop, an internationally renowned design firm specializing 
in landscape architecture, urban planning and strategic services with eight studios 
in the U.S. and projects spanning the globe. Emily leads Design Workshop’s Raleigh 
Studio and serves on Design Workshop’s Board of Directors. Emily’s most notable 
projects include the Thaden School (Bentonville, AR), US Coast Guard Headquarters 
(Washington, DC), the Living Building at Georgia Tech (Atlanta, GA), Redesign of the 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway (Philadelphia, PA), Taza (Tsuut’ina Nation, Alberta) and 
Mary Branch Park (Austin, TX).

As a landscape architect, educator and ecologist, Emily approaches every project 
as an opportunity to celebrate the intersection of natural and cultural narratives 
of place through design and innovative technologies. Her professional practice 
and research spans internationally, leading conversations within the design and 
planning communities on maximizing landscape performance to perform social 
and environmental services for all people. Throughout her career, she has worked 
on a wide range of award-winning projects across the world that are models for 
integrating environmental, social and economic sustainability. 

Outside of professional practice and teaching, Emily can be found exploring forests 
and streams in the Appalachian mountains with her husband, Ben, and dog, 
Juniper; or photographing nature on the ground or above with her beloved drone, 
Louise.
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